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Issue 31 – Friday 11th December
We have had wonderful week preparing our Christmas show and feeling very Christmassy in our festive
clothes. We finished the week with a brilliant virtual performance of ‘The Selfish Giant,’ performed by York
based, Riding Lights Theatre Company. After creating our very own Giant’s Garden to enhance our theatre
‘ambiance.’ we all sat down and enjoyed the wonderful show. It just goes to prove that even in a pandemic it
is possible to be creative, imaginative and inspiring.

A Very Virtual Christmas
I am delighted to announce the world premiere of Wearhead Primary School’s, ‘A Very Virtual Christmas,’ will
take place on Thursday 17th December at 6.00pm. We hope you will be able to join us on Youtube to enjoy
our festive show. Don’t worry though, if you cannot make it at this time the show will remain available on our
YouTube Channel. Click Here to visit our channel.
Dinner Money – Please can all dinner money for next week be brought in on Monday 14th December. For
those that pay weekly, the amount will be £10.50. Those that pay termly should have received an email letting
them know if they owe any or if they will be in credit. Many thanks.
Christmas Cards
Don’t forget the last day for children to post Christmas cards in our school post box is next Tuesday. This will
allow them to sit in quarentine before being deliverd on Friday.
Christmas Party
Our Christmas party will be taking place on the afternoon of Thursday 17th December and as usual we would
like to invite the children to wear paty clothes. However, due to our Covid rules the children will need to come
in their party wear on Thursday morning. It is important to rememebr that they will still be having outside
playtime so their party clothes need to be suitable for this. We would also ask that the children wear sensible
shoes as they will be running around. Tuesday will still be a PE day next week.

PTO

Weardale Virtual Christingle Service
The children have been invited to take part in a Weardale Virtual Christingle Service. Each child will be given
a bag containing all the resources they need to make a Christingle early next week. These arrived in school
today so that they can spend the required quarantine time before being given out. All the instructions are in
the kit as well as online. The kits have been generously provided by local churches.
Christmas Holiday Reporting of Cornonavirus Cases
It is important that we continue to monitor possible cases of Coronavirus during the first part of the Christmas
holiday. This is to ensure we can notify parents if there is a case in school. As a result we would ask that
parents follow the guidance from the Department for Education as set out below.






For the first 6 days after teaching ends, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, the school is asked to assist
in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious
whilst in school.
Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms
more than 48 hours since being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers
should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace.
School staff are not asked to remain on-call or conduct any contact tracing more than 6 days after the
final day of teaching. Where a schools last teaching day is on Friday 18 December, there should be no
pupil contact tracing asks beyond Wednesday 24 December.

In other words, if you, or a member of your household, tests positive for Coronavirus after developing syptoms
before Monday 21st December you should contact the school via email. This will be monitored up until
Wednesday 24th December. Beyond this date school should not be informed but the normal government
track and trace guidance will apply.
Christmas in events in Weardale – everyone welcome
Carols in the Market Place, Stanhope - 17th December at 6pm with the Bishop of Durham accompanied by
Stanhope Silver Band. Please park in the Dales Centre car park, leaving drive-in spaces in the Markey Place
for those with limited mobility.
Carol singing on Christmas Eve at 3.30pm in St John’s Chapel Market Square with Mary, Joseph and ‘donkey’
(well, mini-Shetland pony) followed by short crib service in St John’s. Refreshments provided by Chatterbox
Café. Come dressed as shepherds or angels ready to take part in the story!

Quote for the week
He did not hate the Winter now, for he knew that it was merely the Spring
asleep, and that the flowers were resting.
The Selfish Giant by Oscar Wilde
Have a wonderful weekend.
Tim Hiley
Headteacher
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