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Issue 5 – Friday 24th April 
 

Welcome to the fifth issue of Wearhead Warrior, I hope you are all keeping well and are staying healthy, 

happy and safe. There are lots of excellent photographs for our ‘Wearhead Wall’ this week, I know people 

really enjoy seeing these and it is fantastic to see what you all are doing. Please keep them coming! 

 

Summer Term Assemblies 

Thank you to everyone who managed to log in to our first virtual assembly on Monday. It was wonderful to 

see so many of you and to have a little bit of face to face communication. 

 

I do understand that some people had technical issues or other commitments and were therefore unable to 

join us. I am hoping to upload a video recording of each assembly to our school website in future so that 

everyone has the opportunity to be part of the assembly in some way. Unfortunately I had a technical issue 

with our first one and the recording only consisted of the first ten seconds of the assembly! I have hopefully 

sorted this out ready for next week. 

 

We will have a virtual assembly every Monday from now on, as long as the school closure lasts. Please look 

out for assembly invites and passwords towards the end of each week. 

 

Our next ‘Virtual’ Assembly will be – Monday 27th April at Noon 

 

Don’t forget you can access Zoom on any tablet, computer or smartphone that has an internet connection 

but please do not hesitate to get in touch if you are still having any technical difficulties at all.  

 

Messages from the team. 

“I hope you have all managed to make the most of the beautiful weather this week to make a start on your Wild 

in Wearhead projects. It is a great way to get some fresh air and daily exercise outside.” – Mr Hiley 

 

“Happy Friday everyone! We’ve had an exciting few days with lots of adders making their way into our garden 

to sunbathe on the patio! They are very beautiful but I think I’d prefer not to have them slithering about whilst 

I’m eating my cake... I hope you’ve all managed to do a bit of work this week and enjoy lots of time outdoors 

with your families.” – Mrs Stembridge 

 

“I've had some lovely work shared with on Class Dojo this week - thank you!  More please as it brightens my 

day to see it.  I'm reading a new book called ''The Wild Journal', which is about flowers and plants across the 

seasons and it doubles up a journal.  What are you all reading at the moment?” - Mrs Corbett 
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“It was lovely to see so many of you at the assembly on Monday, it really made my day.  I hope you have made 

a start on your new school packs, please let us know how you getting on, or if there has been something else 

exciting that you have been learning about we would love for you to share it with us.  Most importantly, keep 

safe.” - Mrs Halliley 

 

“You are all doing an amazing job: parents and children. I will be in school on Monday (27th April) so if anyone 

wants to telephone me while I am there please feel free.”- Mrs Turnbull 

 

“Hello everyone, again the weather has been wonderful this week. The Hayes Household have been able to some 

home-schooling outside. Our walks have even involved a dip in the river, (only Phoebe though!) We are keeping 

a close eye for any ducklings that may hatch in the coming weeks. It is lovely to see your phots on the newsletter 

and on the website. Please keep them coming in. Take care.” - Mrs Hayes 

 

Home Learning – Zoom Maths Workshops 

I will be running two, thirty minute(ish!) maths workshops next weeks for any children who would like a little 

help or have any questions about their maths work. There will be one session for Year Three & Four and one 

session for Year Five & Six. I will email the meeting ID and password to parents over the next few days. It is 

not necessary for the children to join in the whole session and even if they do not have particular questions 

or problems they might find it useful to hear what other members of the class have been doing. 

 

Y3/4 Math Workshop – Tuesday 28th April at 11.00am 

Y5/6 Maths Workshop – Wednesday 29th April at 11.00am 

 

Home Learning – BBC Bitesize Daily 

Monday saw the launch of BBC Bitesize Daily. These short 20 minute programmes are excellent and provide 

a great daily dose of learning in a fun and entertaining way. There are new daily lessons every day for each 

year group which consist of a short video followed by some form of interactive activity. We would highly 

recommend starting or finishing your daily home learning sessions with a visit to BBC Bitesize Daily which can 

be accessed on BBC IPlayer online, smart TV, tablet or streaming sticks such as Now TV or Amazon Firestick 

TV. 

 

Home Learning - Completed work 

In most cases we have supplied answers for any work that has been provided in the work packs covering 

literacy and numeracy. However, there are lots of other pieces of work the children will be completing for 

topic work etc that we would really like to see. It would be fantastic if the children could compile their work 

to bring back to school once we return. We do have a supply of A4 folders at school if this would be useful 

to you. If you do want one please let us know and we will arrange for delivery if at all possible. 

 

Home Learning - Daily Music Learning Videos 

Durham Music Service has launched its own YouTube channel. Every day from 20th April they will post a short 

musical learning video for the children suitable for both in and out of school. 

  

Action Monday (wake up the week with an Action Song) 

Rockin Rhythm Tuesday (Have fun with rhythm with percussion/household objects) 

Ukulele Wednesday (Sing and strum for Uke Fun!) 

Singalong Thursday (Catchy songs for all the family) 

Signing Friday (Sing and Sign for all) 

 

It would also be great if you could post photos of any work to your child’s Class Dojo page as this will also 

create a lovely record of the work they have been doing and give their teacher a chance to provide some 

feedback. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNp_cT0g-jORt3PG6FP2T5g/


 

 

 

Support for families in Weardale 

RURAL ADVICE WORKER 

Linda is a Rural Advice Worker in Weardale. Linda is a fully qualified Citizen's Advice Worker. Funding from 

the Weardale Action Partnership enabled the service to be brought to Weardale in the form of home visits to 

residents who are unable to travel to a Citizens Advice office. 

 

The service offers help with all aspects of welfare benefits advice e.g. identifying eligibility for a benefit, 

helping to make a claim and challenging negative decisions on behalf of the clients. During the Coronavirus 

outbreak, Linda is continuing to work with residents of Weardale by telephone. She can be contacted on 0191 

3726758 for advice on all aspects of Welfare Benefits advice, debt and other advice. 

 

All calls are confidential. 

 

Support with Online Learning Resources 

I have added three more online resources at the end of the newsletter. There are two focussed on supporting 

mental health and wellbeing and one set of fun science and engineering challenges for children (and parents!) 

 

Keeping Children Safe Online 

We are all using the internet to support us through this time more and more. This 

means children are accessing more sites and potentially interacting online with more 

people than ever before. Keeping children safe online has never been more important and the parentinfo 

website has excellent advice for parents on online safety over a range of areas including gaming, apps and 

social media. Access it by clicking here or on the picture. 

 

Key Worker Support 

Due to the very small number of children requiring childcare and the issues of staffing provision at school, 

we are continuing to work with Stanhope Barrington School to provide childcare if you fall into one the Key 

Worker categories. This provision runs from 8.00am to 4.30pm daily and will operate through term time as 

long as the lockdown continues. Please contact me if you have any questions or wish to make use of this 

provision. A free school lunch is provided for all children who attend cooked by our school chef, Chef Derrick, 

who has been redeployed to Stanhope during the lockdown. 

 

Department for Education Updates 

You can find the latest updates for parents and carers from the DFE by clicking HERE. 

 

Quote for the week 

 

“I don’t think of all the misery, but of the beauty that still remains.”  
Anne Frank – Dutch school girl and diarist (1929 – 1945) 

 

Have a great weekend and I hope we will see lots of you at our assembly on Monday! 

 

Keep healthy, happy and socially distant, 

 

  
 

Tim Hiley 

Headteacher

 
Stay Home 

Support our NHS 

Save Lives 

https://parentinfo.org/articles/games,-apps-and-tech/all
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers#free-school-meals
https://parentinfo.org/


                     

 

         

 

Wearhead at work… (Wild in Wearhead!) 

  

   

   



 

 

                                      

 

   

 

Wearhead at play… 

  

 



 

 

                                      

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Wearhead wall is just for fun and an opportunity to share what we are all doing. Please do not 

feel any pressure to send in photos or that you should all be doing these same things but if you 

would like to send something to help the children keep in touch, please keep them coming. You 

can either send them to the school email address or my own. 

 

P2324.admin@durhamlearning.net                  t.hiley300@durhamlearning.net 

mailto:P2324.admin@durhamlearning.net
mailto:t.hiley300@durhamlearning.net


 

 

                                      

 

Zoom Cheat-Sheet 
For Parents and Carers 

 

Before the Meeting 

 Before joining a Zoom meeting on a computer or mobile device, you can download the Zoom 

app at www.zoom.com or on the app store. Pre-downloading the Zoom app beforehand will 

save time.  

 

Joining a Meeting: 

 There are multiple ways to join a Zoom meeting with your teacher. Your teacher will give you 

the best direction on this. However, here are some of the ways you could join in on the 

meeting: 

First things first: SELECT YOUR DEVICE/MODE: 

1. Via the Zoom app on Windows/Mac Computer: Click “Join a Meeting” in your app. Sign 

in to Zoom and then click JOIN. 

Enter your MEETING ID (this is the number associated with an 

instant or scheduled meeting from your teacher. The meeting ID 

can be a 9, 10 or 11-digit number), and enter your display 

name (could use your child’s name or initials). You do NOT 

need to be signed in to Zoom. Your meeting will work 

without having your own sign in. Select your computer audio 

and click JOIN. You may all be asked for a password if so enter it when prompted.   

 

2. Via the Zoom website on Windows/Mac Computer: In 

your web browser, type in “join.zoom.us”. Enter in your 

MEETING ID provided by your teacher. Click JOIN. When 

asked if you want to open “Zoom.us” click ALLOW or 

OPEN LINK. You may all be asked for a password if so 

enter it when prompted. 

 

3. Via Email sent by your teacher: Click 

the JOIN LINK in your email or 

calendar invitation. Depending on 

your default web browser, you may be 

prompted to open Zoom. 

 

 

 

Continued 

Need more help? Type this address into your 

web browser for troubleshooting:  

https://bit.ly/ZoomTroubleshoot  

http://www.zoom.com/
https://bit.ly/ZoomTroubleshoot


 

 

                                      

 

4. Via the Zoom app on iOS (iPhone, iPad, etc.): Be 

sure you have downloaded the Zoom app via the App  

Store. Tap JOIN A MEETING (no need to sign in). Enter 

your MEETING ID, and enter your display name (could 

use your child’s name or initials). You do NOT need to 

be signed in to Zoom. Be sure your audio and video 

are on, and select JOIN.  You may all be asked for a 

password if so enter it when prompted. 

 

5. Via the Zoom app on Android: Be sure you have downloaded the Zoom 

app via the Google Play Store. Tap JOIN A MEETING (no need to sign in). 

Enter your MEETING ID, and enter your display name (could use your 

child’s name or initials). You do NOT need to be signed in to Zoom. Be sure 

your audio and video are on, and select JOIN. You may all be asked for a 

password if so enter it when prompted. 

 

Start the Meeting: 

 

 If your teacher hasn’t started broadcasting (meaning he /she is not 

yet on your screen), you’ll receive something similar as the 

following message (see right image). Or it may say you are in the, 

‘Waiting Room.’ Just patiently wait a few minutes for your teacher 

to jump on or let you in! 

 

During the Meeting: 

 

You as the parent/caregiver have a few controls during the meeting. Here are a few common ones:  

 

 CHAT: You can open a chat window by clicking CHAT. This is a great feature to have in case 

someone’s speakers aren’t working or are not on. You can alert each other via CHAT if you 

can’t hear one another.  

 RAISE HAND: You could tap the RAISE HAND button while the teacher is speaking in case 

you have a question about something that he/she is discussing or working on with your child. 

This alerts your teacher that you need him/her when he/she has a moment. 

 REMOTE CONTROL: Your teacher may give you REMOTE CONTROL. This means, he/she is 

giving you and your child access to what he/she is seeing on his/her screen. This is GREAT for 

support because now your teacher can use any worksheet, document, website with your 

student! It also makes the meeting more fun and engaging. On some devices, you may see a 

button that says something like “Tap here to control screen remotely.” Be sure to press that 

button for control! Control will be touch screen if you have a touchscreen device, or you’ll 

control via a computer mouse depending on your device/computer.  

 PATIENCE: Technology works great…when it works! Patience and understanding is so 

important when starting out with Zoom. 



 

 

                                      

 

Learning Resources, Special Offers and Support  
 

New Resources for This Week 
A focus on mental health and wellbeing and a science challenge for this week’s new resources. Some 

of the sites below are aimed at children and others at supporting parents. 

 

British Psychological Society (Parent focused) 

The British Psychological Society’s Division of Educational and Child Psychology 

(DECP) has published tips for schools, parents and carers dealing with the 

unprecedented school closures. Click Here 

 

Health for Kids (Child Focused) 

A fun collection of activities, games and guides for primary children exploring all 

aspects of physical and mental wellbeing. Their resource area for parents and carers 

offers a wealth of information to help you support your children to be healthy and 

happy as they grow. Find top tips and advice on all aspects of children’s emotional and physical 

health, from keeping kids active and eating well, to building their confidence and equipping them 

to cope with specific health issues. Click Here 

 

The James Dyson Foundation – Science and Engineering Challenges 

ARE YOU READY FOR A CHALLENGE? - Can you skewer a balloon without popping it? Coat 

a nail in copper? What happens when you plug a clock into a potato? Dyson 

engineers have designed these challenges specifically for children. Ideal for home 

or in the classroom, they encourage inquisitive young minds to get excited about engineering and 

science. Click Here 

 

Resources Bank from Previous Weeks 
BBC Bitesize Daily 

An excellent collection of videos and animations exploring all aspects of the primary 

curriculum. You will find a new lesson posted each day which will have either a 

maths or English focus and another areas of the curriculum such as history or 

geography. Over the course of a week it will give some good coverage of all 

curriculum areas. Click Here 

 

Duolingo 

If you are not already signed up, Duolingo is a fantastic language learning resource for 

free! It take anyone old or young through simple fun activities teaching languages as 

you go. So keep that Spanish up to speed with a quick daily dose of Duolingo. 

Click Here 

 

Jump Start Jonny 

Get your week off to a great start with these free workouts and mindfulness activities every 

Monday from Jump Start Jonny.  

‘Keep fit, healthy and happy at home with my fun Workouts! There are also Mindfulness 

Activities to keep your Jumpsters calm and Downloads to keep them busy! WHOOOPA!’ Click Here 

 

https://www.bps.org.uk/news-and-policy/bps-offers-advice-schools-parents-and-carers-help-children-through-uncertainty
https://www.healthforkids.co.uk/
https://www.jamesdysonfoundation.co.uk/resources/challenge-cards.html?gclid=CjwKCAjw-YT1BRAFEiwAd2WRtsNclIR2NCbrl8b-rN2x0gfTU0Z2oII-ZZD8Hu6J9JbljLLtmovSWRoCk3YQAvD_BwE
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary
https://www.duolingo.com/
https://www.jumpstartjonny.co.uk/free-stuff


 

 

                                      

 

Audible.com  

This Amazon owned company is currently offering a range of free audio-books for 

children of all ages and to cover all tastes, (and to be honest, some really good listens 

for adults too!) You do not need to have an account or sign up to start listening.  

 

‘For as long as schools are closed, we're open. Right now, kids everywhere can instantly stream an 

incredible collection of stories, including titles across six different languages, that will help them 

continue dreaming, learning, and just being kids. All stories are free to stream on your desktop, laptop, 

phone or tablet. Explore the collection, select a title and start listening. 

It's that easy.’ Click Here 

 

Money Saving Expert 

‘Paid-for things they've made FREE.’ Click Here 

 

Harry Potter at Home 

The Harry Potter At Home Hub is a place where you’ll find all the latest magical treats 

to keep you occupied - including special contributions from Bloomsbury and Scholastic, 

nifty magical craft videos (teach your friends how to draw a Niffler!), fun articles, quizzes, 

puzzles and plenty more for first-time readers, as well as those already familiar with the 

wizarding world. We’re casting a Banishing Charm on boredom! Click Here 

 

Carol Vorderman – Maths lessons for kids  

Numbers whizz Carol Vorderman has offered free maths help to children who are 

off school due to the coronavirus outbreak. It comes as schools across the country 

close for the majority of students, except for those of key workers, such as NHS 

staff. CLICK HERE 

 

The Countdown star has told parents that when it comes to maths she doesn't want any child to fall 

behind. To help, the 59-year-old has made her maths school, which is usually £2 per week, free to 

children and parents who want to use it. 

 

Steve Backshall - Science 

Nature presenter Steve has been giving virtual talks about wildlife, 

biology, conservation, geography and exploration. He said: "I’ll be live 

on my Facebook page Steve Backshall and will do my best with your 

youngster’s wildlife, biology, conservation, geography and exploration 

questions. 

 

"From habitats to holotypes, parasites to pademelons, I’ll do my best to bring the wild world into 

your living room, from... my living room! Just don’t ask me any maths. Or physics. Or chemistry. Or... 

well anything else. Just the animal stuff really!!!"  CLICK HERE 

 

Hamilton Trust – Home learning resources 

Free English and maths materials in their ‘Learning at Home packs’  

Hamilton are providing free packs for English and maths for each year group. 

These packs give you a full week’s worth of work in English and maths and the 

‘Week 2’ packs have just been added. Don’t worry if you don’t have a printer at 

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/team-blog/2020/03/paid-for-things-they-ve-made-free-boxsets--audiobooks--fitness-c/
https://www.wizardingworld.com/collections/harry-potter-at-home
https://www.themathsfactor.com/
https://www.facebook.com/stevebackshallofficial/


 

 

                                      

 

home, you can always look at the worksheets on the screen and write the answers in the exercise 

books that were sent home before school closed. Also, it is important to be aware of your child’s 

need. If they are finding the work too difficult try the pack for the year below. If they are finding it 

too easy try the pack from the year above. All the children are working at slightly different levels 

dependent on their needs and making sure they are not frustrated by the work is really important. 

CLICK HERE 

 

David Walliams – Elevenses 

David Walliams has announced that he will be releasing a free audio story 

every day for the next 30 days in a bid to provide entertainment for children 

currently unable to go to school.  

The Britain’s Got Talent Judge and hugely successful children’s author will 

release recordings of extracts from his books including “The World’s Worst Children” at 11am every 

day. 

The project, titled Elevenses with The World of David Walliams, began last Monday with The Terrible 

Triplets and continued with Spoiled Brad keep an eye out for what comes next. CLICK HERE 

 

The School Run 

A site with a good range of activities and work for children. The site has a free 

trial period of 14 days. TheSchoolRun gives you all the tools you need 

to understand what and how your child is learning at primary school.  

 

Download English worksheets, maths worksheets and science worksheets to support your child's 

schoolwork at home, get to grips with new educational techniques and get free homework help and 

information. CLICK HERE 

 

https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/blog/learning-home-packs/
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/
https://www.theschoolrun.com/subject/worksheets/english/all
https://www.theschoolrun.com/subject/worksheets/maths/all
https://www.theschoolrun.com/subject/worksheets/science/all
https://www.theschoolrun.com/

