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written and edited by 

the Junior Literacy 

groups! 

WEARNEWS 
from Wearhead Primary School 

 Wearhead School 2019-2020 el colegio más pequeño con el corazón más grande 

A very big welcome to our autumn term edition of Wearnews, brought to 
you by the pupils of Wearhead Primary School.   

 

In true Wearhead style, the new academic year has got off to a cracking 
start with lots of visitors and visits—really proving that we offer our pupils 
a very broad, balanced and hugely varied curriculum.  There’s never a 
dull moment.   

 

We got off to a flying start with our LUMIERE project, taking part in a 4 
week Rugby League event and working on a fully funded project for the 
Durham Book Festival plus a whole host of other events.  Read on... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having said goodbye to Lexie in the summer, we’ve welcomed Freya 
into Class 1 plus Nate and Bea into Class 2.    

Wearhead Primary 
School, the small 

school with the BIG 
heart, has a 

fantastic SPANISH 
strap-line: 

 

“El Colegio 
más pequeño 
con el corazón 
más grande.”  
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  Lumiere—our friendship tree! 
What is Lumiere? 

Lumiere is a light festival held in Durham City every other year.  
It runs from the middle of November for a few days. 

 

Our part 

Wearhead Primary School has been doing a project for Lumiere.  
We have made an acetate picture about friendship, and that has 
been wrapped around an empty plastic bottle.  All our designs 
were different. 

 

Special visitors 

We had a very busy day on 
11th September when we took 
part in the workshop.  Organiser 
Brian Stobie came with two stu-
dents from Italy, the artist came 
too—he is called Mick and 
loves building things.  We wel-
comed the Lord Lieutenant of 
Durham—Mrs Sue Snowdon, 

plus the chairman of the Council Councillor Katie Corrigan as 
well as her consort Cllr Bill Moir.   

Lumiere 2019 

It was lovely to know that our friends in Spain made some de-
signs for the tree too!  By Phoebe Y6 and Amelia Y3 

Head boy and girl greet Mrs 

Snowdon. 

Photo credit: Phoebe’s Mum 

Mr Ferstenberg and Y8 students  
We had a visit from  Mr Ferstenberg, Jessica and Nicole (our old students), 
they explained to us about the school of Wolsingham. Like the trips, clubs and 
curriculum. Let’s talk about the clubs. There’s an array of clubs from contact 
rugby  to chess! 

 

Normally there are around about 40—70 trips a year! All of the students enjoy 
the trips even if it’s a museum or a boring thing but they will find a way to make 
every thing fun as possible. 

 

Curriculum is the same over and over again but they try to cook it up from 
time to time.  There’s art, maths, English, cooking and science amongst 
other things.  One of the students said “The science experiments are even 
fun!”  The houses of the school are: Fell, Dale, Wear and Moor and you 
get a badge with the house name you’re in on it! 

 

The uniform is very comfortable it includes: a clip on tie, a white shirt, a 
blazer, dark socks/tights, a black skirt/trousers and some black school shoes.  By Holly Y5 



Wearhead Primary School was chosen to be a school that received an arts workshop for the 
Durham Book Festival 2019.  We were delighted to welcome theatre director, actor and writer 
Ruth to school in October.  She ran a workshop for us about the story PERFECTLY NORMAN.  

Here is Bea and Poppy’s response to the session! 

In little read, we read a story called perfectly Norman.  He’s a boy who is very different to every-
one else—because he has wings.  He tries to hide them so that he doesn’t look different.  But in 
the end he just decides that he is actually perfect, so he doesn’t care about using them.  We 
made wings so we could have our own wings all about ourselves.  We also had to write things 
down in a little book about the session—this is because we were working towards artsmark dis-
covery.  By Bea and Poppy, Y4 
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Little Read! 

Rosie and Robin 
We went to Killhope to see a play called Rosie 
and Robin.  It was really sad—because the dog 
died.  But apart from that it was good—I wish it 
could become a movie...it was funny in places. 

By Matthew Y4 

 

The play was good but I didn’t understand it.  I 
think it was about a husband and wife.  I think 
they were having flashbacks like the dog dying 
and then when they broke up.  In the end, it was 
really sad because the man died and it made 
me cry.   

 

Overall, it was awesome. 

 

By Callum Y5 
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 RIVERS—a whole school project! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

We have launched a massive year-long pro-
ject about RIVERS!  It is really exciting be-
cause our work with Sheryl on animation 
last academic year really made us realise 
just how much more we could do! 

 

Early in the autumn term, Anna Caygil from 
The Environment Agency came to school to 
talk to us about flooding, flood management 
plans and how to recognise weather warn-
ings and flood alerts. 

 

She showed the juniors how river gauges 
work, and they made rain gauges from 
empty plastic bottles.   

 

Anna returned to school a few weeks later 
to work with KS1.  The night before her visit 
there had been a massive amount of rain—
Maisie was very keen to show Anna photo-
graphs of the rain in Poppy’s rain gauge 
and photos of part of a road washed away 
by the force of the water. 

 

Lucy Lovett from Wear Rivers Trust visited 
the juniors to discuss a massive project 
about Natural Flood Management which is a 
multimillion pounds pilot scheme to try and 
slow down water from the Upper dale so 

that flooding could 
possibly be avert-
ed. 

 

Thanks to the 
generosity of 
WRT, Lucy organ-
ised transport to 
take the children 

over to Middlehope Old Mine to examine 
natural barriers to slow mine run-off water 
and water from the Middlehope Burn. It was 
a very exciting visit—Anna Caygill came 
along as well, and we saw some toads. 

 

Later, the juniors walked down to the River 
Wear to examine the creatures found in that 
environment.  Staff were really impressed 
with the safety of the children who worked 
well together when balancing on the slippery 

rocks. 

 

KS2 pupils 
were very 
interested 
in the 
Mayfly 
nymphs 
that they 
found.  Lu-
cy provid-

ed identification sheets, nets, trays and mag-
nifiers...it was a fantastic afternoon. 

 

Mrs T organised a wonderful whole school 
visit to The Discovery Museum in Newcastle 
in early November, where the children took 
part in a workshop about bridges. 

 

The education officer, Tom, took the group 
on a tour of the museum to look at Newcas-
tle’s bridge history and to consider which 
shapes had been used to give the bridges 
stability.  This knowledge proved very useful 
when taking part in a bridge designing com-
petition! 

 

Ava and Emily would like to share their article 
about the visit with you: 

 

Have you ever been to the Discovery Muse-
um in Newcastle?  Well if not keep on read-
ing! 

 

The Turbinia 

As soon as you enter you will see a giant 
boat called the Turbinia.   The reason the 
boat is in the museum is because it was once 
the fastest boat of its time!  It was powered 



5. WEARNEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

by steam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Science Maze 

There were little science experiments here.  
Let’s tell you about them!  There was a shad-
ow wall which you pressed a button for and it 
did some sort of delay thing where your shad-
ow stayed on the wall for some time.  Also, 
there was a game called traffic lights  - it was 
tricky because you had to press a button 
when the brake lights of a car came on. 

 

Bridges 

We found out that there were lots of bridges 
on the River Tyne like the Tyne Bridge and 
the Millennium  Bridge but once upon a time, 
they weren’t there!  Did you know that there 
was once a bridge that had houses on the 
very edge of it?  And, you had to PAY to get 
on it AND at the middle of it...and to get off it.  

That means 
you had to pay 
THREE times 
one way! 

 

Kallum in Y3 
would like to 
tell you about 
what he 
thought of the 
visit: 

 

In the Discov-
ery Museum 
we saw bridg-
es and boats.  

We made bridges in teams—there were 4 
groups.  We were given fake money to buy 
our equipment and materials to make our 
bridges stronger.  We also saw a steam en-
gine that made a bridge spin—the swing 
bridge.  It was replaced by an electric engine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Esh Construction Group 
Clare Davison came to visit us from the Esh 
Construction group and brought a fabulous 
pack of equipment and books to leave with us 
for a couple of weeks.  

The infants remembered the jobs that Clare 
told them about: the boss, designers, builders, 
plumbers, electricians, scientists and people 
to work out how much things cost... ‘if you are 
a good boss you are good at figuring out how 
to do things, you have to be really organised 
and a good thinker’. 

 

The infants had 
lots of fun 
dressing up 
and acting out 
the different 
construction 
site jobs. 

 

Freya reported that ‘on a construction site you 
have to keep your 
body safe.’ The chil-
dren found out how to 
construct a wall so 
that it does not fall 
over. 

 

 

They also learned how important it is to lay 
pipes so that the water runs down them 
properly... 

 

 

Alexander thought that the visit was amazing 
because we got to build a wall with the bricks. 
Layla got to be a bricklayer and a scientist and 
really liked it.  

 

Mrs T with lots of help from the infants 
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At Wearhead Primary School, we believe that it is 

important to support charities and good causes from 

time to time. 

 

November is no exception—as we love 

raising money for CHILDREN IN NEED 

and having fun as well. 

 

We worked hard to come up with ideas for the day 

and decided to:  

have a cake sale; a toy and book sale; sell clothes; 

create a giant Pudsey Bear using 1p and 2p pieces; 

bring in books featuring Bears and come to school in 

something spotty!  Everyone had fun—even Mrs J 

took part and enjoyed the day.  She doesn’t normally 

like this sort of thing. 

It was such fun.  We even had a book swap—you 

could bring a book in from home and donate it to the 

book stall.  In return, you were given a token which 

you could use to ‘buy’ a new to you book.  The cake 

stall was AMAZING.  There were lots of cakes that 

were suitable for people with food allergies.  Callum 

in Y5 worked hard to make some muffins that were 

gluten free, diary free, nut free and soya free—he 

was determined that EVERYONE should be able to 

eat cake. 

A lovely lady called Elaine came into school with Mrs 

Mavin to read us a story about a little bear called 

Cecil—we really enjoyed listening and finding out 

about why the story was written. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few days before the event, we were gobsmacked 

when the REAL Pudsey Bear suddenly arrived at 

school one lunch time.  We had our photos taken and 

Pudsey even joined in with our games! 

Thank you for 

ra is ing  an 

A M A Z I N G 

£150.37! 
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The Juniors of Wearhead Primary School 
competed in a tag rugby league. We were 
the far superior team because we were 
made fun of but we stayed strong and didn’t 
stoop to the opposition’s level. 

 

There were 5 teams including us we played 
each other twice. It was at Wolsingham 
behind the sports hall. Mrs J and Mr Hiley 
took us in their cars. We all played very well 

and it paid off  because we WON!!! 
 

By Jack and William Y6  

 

 

THE RUGBY LEAGUE 

We were ok at the beginning, but we got 
even better at the end.  The last match was 
the hardest—but we won the tag rugby 
league.  We had been going every 
Wednesday for four weeks.  It was at 
Wolsingham. 

 

Mr H and Mrs J drove us down as a last 
resort because we couldn’t get a bus.  In Mr 
H’s car we had a rave listening to music, but 
in Mrs J’s car we had to peddle up the hills! 

 

By Kyle Y4 and Brendon Y5 

 

TAG RUGBY 

We went to Wolsingham where we took part 
in league games.  We won the trophy—it is 
big.  It has been the first time in 19 years that 
WPS has won a rugby trophy. It is going to 
be kept with the others.  It was an amazing 
experience. 

 

By Sami Y5 and Nate Y6 

 

Here are the match reports for the Wearhead  

Terriers: 

TAG RUGBY LEAGUE 
1. The Wearhead tag rugby team had a fan-
tastic start to the season with a win in their 
league game on Wednesday evening.  The 
match was fast, furious and full of surprises as 
the intrepid terriers played a tactical match 
against new friends from Blessed John Duck-
ett Primary School.  The match ended 9-5.  
Next week the terriers play Hamsterley, Stan-
ley Crook and Our Lady. 

 

2. Very well done to the Wearhead tag rugby 
team who played 3 exceedingly tough match-
es—back to back—on Wednesday evening!  
The team gave their all and powered through 
the opposition experiencing falls, unintentional 
skids and bumps as the pitch was wet.  Trying 
to catch the ball was hard work because it was 
very slippery.  The resilience of the players 
was steady even when they seemed surprised 
by rulings from the referees.  Good sporting 
behaviour prevailed.  The team won 2 match-
es and lost 1. 

 

3. The Wearhead tag rugby team played two 
very tough matches this week.  The first was 
extremely close against BJD which WPS won. 
The terriers were then into an extremely tough 
match both physically and mentally against 
Stanley Crook.  There was a lot of goading 
and teasing during the match which tested the 
terriers’ resilience to the absolute limit.  Mr  H 
and Mrs J were extremely proud of the way 
the terriers conducted themselves losing 12-7. 

 

Although the team have slipped in the league 
to second place (a 2 point difference between 
WPS and Stanley Crook), their attitude and 
good sporting ethos shone through and we 
congratulate all of the Wearhead players for 
their fair play and utter determination.  The fi-
nal two games are next week against Our La-
dy and Hamsterley. 

 

4.Many congratulations to those of the Wear-
head Terriers who played their final matches 
at the tag rugby league on Wednesday even-
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Every week, names were drawn out of a hat 

to select the team.  These players were 

drawn for the final set of games on October 

9th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where do penguins go to dance? 

At the snow ball! 

 

What happened to the elf who stole 
an Advent Calendar? 

He got 25 days. 

 

What do you call a fish on a frozen 
lake? 

An ice-skate! 

 

Why are Christmas trees so fond of 
the past? 

Because the present’s beneath them. 

 

Why did the gingerbread man go to 
the Dr? 

Because he was feeling crummy. 

 

What athlete is warmest in winter? 

A long jumper. 

-ing. Extremely fluid—the terriers held their lines 
and made some fantastic runs to the try line.  
Wearhead won 10-7.  The last match against Our 
Lady from Willington was by far the best match 
played all season.  Fleet of foot, in tight formation 
and with excellent carrying of the ball the terriers 
flew over the pitch sharing space, communicating 
and moving as one.  Wearhead won 13-10.  
Wearhead lifted the trophy with a staggering 18 
points, 4 clear of second placed Stanley Crook. 

 

Thank you to all players for their commitment, for 
sharing matches and sporting achievements.  
Many thanks to school staff for transporting the 
Wearhead Terriers to matches.  This amazing 
team result shows that you don’t have to be big to 
achieve great things and that everyone has a part 
to play in the success of the small school with the 
BIG heart. 

 

The players who took part over the 4 weeks were: 

Y4—Bea, Kyle and Poppy; 

Y5-Ava, Brendon, Emily, Sami 

Y6-Jack, Nate, Phoebe and William 

Rudolph’s 
joke column! 
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Durham Wild Cats 
Why was Cinderella NOT allowed on the football team?  Because she ran away from the ball! 

 

We have a member of school who doesn’t run away from the ball.  Holly is a member of the 
Durham Wild Cats Women’s football regional talent squad and signed a contract with them in the 
summer.  She has a very rigorous training schedule—attending sessions twice a week, in addi-
tion to matches which are played on Saturdays. 

 

We’ve interviewed Holly to find out a little bit more: 

 

Amelia — what do you have to do in football training? 

 

H: warm ups, cool downs, 1v1,2v2,3v3, shooting skills, jockeying for the ball and lots of 
work on defending all in a 90 minute session.  It is really intense. 

 

Poppy — it sounds really tiring!  Is it? 

H: Yes it is, but we do get 10 second breaks so that really does help. 

 

Poppy — is all of that work fun; do you enjoy it? 

H: I definitely enjoy it.  It is such good fun...hard work, but good fun.  We are told that if we 
aren’t feeling happy to just tell the coach. 

 

Ava — I imagine that you have to have a special kit.  What’s it like? 

H: yes, we have a special kit.  It is black, has the Durham badge on it and is produced by 
hummel.  I feel really proud to wear it. We have other kit as well, previous seasons. 

 

Mrs J—You must get hungry and very thirsty.  Do the Wild Cats provide snacks and drinks for 
you? 

H: no they don’t.  You have to get your own drink and eat AFTER or BEFORE the training 
sessions. 

 

Bea — What do you enjoy most about training? 

H: running and being skilful. 
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We were delighted that Councillor Katie Corrigan was able to 
return to school (having visited us for our Lumiere Project) to 
take part in  our aspirations project.  She had been invited by 
Emily, and came to tell us 
about her role as well as give 
us tips for our school council. 

            

 

Aspirations project 

Alice from OASES 
On the same day that Cllr Corrigan visited, Alice from OASES 
(Outdoor and sustainable education specialists) visited school to 
work with KS2 and then KS1! 

 

Alice’s work with KS2 was all about climate change and the 
effects this has on weather.  She told us that methane as well as 
carbon dioxide is really bad for global warming. 

 

In KS1, Alice talked about how climate change affects habitats.  KS1 found 
out about the fires in Australia and how they have affected Kooalas.  KS1 
also played the polar bear game where the bears had to go and find food, 
and when they returned to their ice floe—it kept shrinking.  Sadly, 3 polar 
bears couldn’t fit on the ice floe and they died. 

 

Councillor Corrigan brought in her favourite book to share with 
us—she was very excited about it...Harry Potter and the Philo-
spher’s stone! 

Maisie and Alexander have written about Alice’s visit to KS1: 

Alice spoke to us about how using too much electricity causes a build up of carbon dioxide.  
The carbon dioxide warms the planet and this is destroying some animals habitats. 

We had pictures of endangered animals and picture of their habitats.  We had to match the ani-
mals to their habitats and then  Alice explained how that animals habitat was being affected by 
climate change. 

Next we went outside to play a polar bear game.  We all had polar bear masks and ran around 
pretending to catch fish.  When Alice shouted night time, we had to run back to the ice (a piece 
of tarpaulin).  Gradually the ice became smaller and smaller until there was not room for all of 
the polar bears to stand on it. 

We finished by thinking about how we could use less electricity and gas—please remember to 
switch off your lights so the polar bears’ ice does not melt any more!   

 

Thank you to Mrs Halliley for organising the visit for KS1 and 2. 
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Junior joke box 

 

What did one lift say to the other...I’m coming down with something! 

 

Where does Tarzan buy his clothes?  At a jungle sale. 

 

Who was the first underwater spy?  James Pond. 

 

What musical instrument goes with cheese?  A piccolo 

I love Mr Hopper days be-

cause he makes everything 

really exciting. 

 

Mr Hopper has lots of 

games up his sleeve. 

Mr Hopper takes us outside 

and gives us a good time with 

our learning—Kallum D 

 

Mr Hopper is fun because he 

brings lots of fun things to 

do—Sami 

It is so lovely to see the chil-

dren engaged in their learn-

ing—making connections from 

all that they have learned in 

previous sessions and previous 

years!  Mrs T 
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Half term in Spain, relaxing by the pool, catching up on reading, topping up the tan, exploring 
the local culture and food! That’s what most teachers think of when they are planning a week in 
Spain. However, my October half-term was very different, apart from the culture and food, (but 
more of that later!) 

Following in the footsteps of Mrs Judges and Mrs Turnbull, I had the privilege to join 19 other 
teachers and teaching assistants from County Durham in travelling to Salamanca, Spain to take 
part in a week long intensive Spanish course. Each day consisted of five hours of language 
teaching (completely in Spanish) followed by examples of how to develop language teaching in 
the classroom. This was followed by a cultural activity each day ranging from finding out about 
Spanish silver work to sampling a range of local tapas. I also now know how to make a world-
class Spanish Tortilla, (at least according to me!) 

The Spanish tutors were extremely patient and it was fantastic to see everyone’s confidence 
grow over the week. It was quite a humbling experience to be back in the classroom learning something completely 
new and many of us commented on how it helped remind us of how our children feel when they are learning 
something new and challenging and why they are so shattered at the end of each day! 

By the time I got back to the UK late on Saturday evening I was delighted with the way my self-confidence and skills 
had developed over the week and more importantly, I am really looking forward to putting them to the test 
back in school.  

Salamanca is a beautiful city rich in culture and 
heritage and I can’t wait to return one day to try out 

my newly developed Spanish speaking skills and who 
knows this time I might actually get to find that pool. 

 

Salamanca! 

 

 

Dia de los muertos 

The day of the dead 
We’ve been finding out about this special festival that happens in a lot of Latin American 
countries.  It’s a fascinating and really lovely way to remember people in our families who 
have died.  Dia de los muertos is all about remembering.  Celebrating special memories is a 

very important part of the celebrations.   

 

Come and see our displays about Dia de los Muertos in school.  It is nothing to be scared of! 



 

wearhead@durhamlearning.net 

01388 537265 

The small school with the big heart. 

www.wearhead.durham.sch.uk 

Wearhead Primary School re-opens for the SPRING 

TERM on Tuesday 7th January, 2020 at 0855.  

Please remember your PE kits and indoor shoes! 

 

Tim Hiley and staff wish 

all members of the 

school community and 

readers of WEARNEWS 

a safe and happy   

holiday. 
 

I can’t believe that I am coming to the end 
of my first full year at Wearhead Primary 
School. It only seems like a short time ago 
that I was watching ‘Lights, Camel, Action!’ 
in a room full of strangers. 

 

Those strangers are now colleagues, 
children and families that I am delighted to 
know and work with as they all work so 
well together to make Wearhead School 
the special place that it is.  

 

On behalf of the staff and myself I want to 
offer every last one of you a huge thank 
you for everything you do to support our 
small school with the big heart and wish 
you a very merry Christmas and peaceful 
and happy New Year. 

Wearhead Primary School 

Bents Lane 

Wearhead 

Co. Durham 

DL13 1BN 
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