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 Wearhead School 2018-2019 el colegio mas pequeño con el corazón mas grande 

BIENVENIDOS to our 
brand new WEARNEWS 
for the spring term which 
is absolutely BURSTING 
with news and views 
from the 
small school 
with the BIG 
  

 

A new year, a new term 
AND a new face in 
school as we welcomed 
Mr Hiley as our  NEW 

Head teacher.  We thought that we would interview him for this paper so 
that you could get to know him. 

 

Do you enjoy our school? 

     I think our school is brilliant. I am really impressed with all the exciting 

things that are going on and all the wonderful opportunities we have 

to help us all learn new things. Most of all I enjoy working with all of 

the children and staff who are always so welcoming and polite and 

work so hard together to make our school such a special place. 

 

Why did you choose our school? 

 I chose to apply to be the Head teacher of our school because of all 

the things I found out about it when I saw the advert. I looked at the 

school website and saw some of the things you were all doing and 

then I visited the area and found a wonderful school in a beautiful lo-

cation.  

    Continued overleaf... 

Wearhead Primary 
School, the small 

school with the BIG 
heart, has a 

fantastic SPANISH 
strap-line: 

 

“El Colegio 
mas pequeño 
con el corazón 
mas grande.”  

¡Este es  

Señor Hiley! 
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Finally, I came along to be interviewed by the Governors and children where I had to answer 

some very tough questions, (mostly from the children) and I was absolutely delighted when I 

was chosen to be the your new Headteacher! 

 

Can you tell us what colour you like best? 

 My favourite colour is green, although to be honest I am not sure I can tell you why! I think 

perhaps it is because it is the colour of the outdoors, the trees and the hills and nature. All 

things that I love. 

 

Which country do you like the most and why? 

 I love our country and think it is a fantastic place to live, especially in the north. However, 

when it comes to travelling, I love the United States of America. I have been really fortunate 

and have had the chance to explore 36 of the 50 states over the years. I just love the huge 

and diverse range of places, landscapes you get to see and the peoples you meet. I 

particularly love wide open spaces, so the deserts and mountains of the west are probably 

my favourite areas. I also love to visit exciting, vibrant cities and there are plenty of those. 

My favourite moment ever in the USA was seeing a total eclipse of the Sun in August 2016 

on a mountain hillside in Wyoming. It was an experience that will stay with me for the rest of 

my life. 

 

What is your favourite story that you have read to us? 

  I haven’t had the chance to read too many stories to you yet, however, I particularly enjoyed 

reading you some of the short stories of Paul Jennings as they are so funny. Everyone 

seemed to really enjoy them, especially ‘Spaghetti Pig Out!”   One of my favourite stories to 

read to older juniors is a novel called ‘The Phantom Tollbooth’ by Norton Juster. It is a 

fantastical tale about a young boy named Milo and his adventures in the Kingdom of 

Wisdom, accompanied by his faithful watchdog, Tock. He journeys through the Mountains of 

Ignorance by way of Dictionopolis and meets fantastic characters along the way, including: 

The Mathemagician; The Whether Man (yes, the spelling is correct); and the Princesses of 

Rhyme and Reason. It’s a great read! 

 

Mr Hiley our 

Headteacher 
Mr Hiley is our Headteacher.  He entered us 
into a competition for us called SUMDOG.  If 
we win we get things for the house in the 
game. 

 

Science  Mr Hiley showed us a drone in the air 
and told us how it used a force to keep it there. 

By Brendon Y4 and Sami Y4 Even the snow doesn’t deter Mr Hiley and the juniors 

from taking a different view of things with a DRONE! 
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World BOOK day 2019 

Do you know what we did for World Book Day?  Well, I can tell you… 

 

Firstly, we designed our own National Book Token design.  We also had a few other activities 
and I’ll list them for you: 

 

 Create  your own alien; 

 Bear hunt; 

 Wooden spoons—we thought of a book character and re created it on a wooden spoon; 

 Extreme reading competition—this was really exciting, and some of us read in some really 
extreme places! 

  

William loved creating the spoon characters.  Phoebe also enjoyed the activity because as Mrs J 
said the designs were so precise.  Mrs T loved the extreme reading competition. 

 

World book day is a day of celebrating books and really should happen every day! 

 

By Lexie Y6 

 

Out of this world—young writers’ compe-

tition  with North Penns writing group and 

the ANOB dark skies festival. 
Last term, the juniors took part in a writing workshop led by 
members of the North Penns writing group.  The work that 
was produced was entered by Mrs Judges into a competition. 

 

Two junior children, Holly and Poppy, came third in their year 
group categories!  Earlier this term, some of the North Penn 
writers came to school to present Holly and Poppy with a 
prize; and also a certificate for all the juniors. 

 

Y3/4 literacy group 



NORTHERN HEARTLANDS aspirations 

project with David Napthine  
 

The juniors have met with David Napthine this term to chat more about aspirations and what it 
means to live in the Dale.  David has even come with us on a walk around our area, and helped 
us to view the Dale with different perspectives.  One of the funniest things he did was to make 
us  tell a joke or a story before he helped us over one of the many stiles on the walk.  We even 
had a huge game of Pooh sticks on the little bridge near school, which was great fun. 

 

David has also been working with our school community—seeking their views about the dale.  
We had almost a full house of returned questionnaires to help David with his work on the pro-
ject. 

Here are a few of the questions he got the adults thinking about: 

 

When you were the age your children are now what did you want to do 

with your life? What job? Where did you want to live? 

 

If you moved away what would you miss most about the Dale? 

 

What is your favourite part of the Dale? 

 

Describe the landscape of the Dale. 

 

How does the landscape make you feel? 
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SCRATCH 3 
Do you play scratch 3?  If you want, you can create an account to save your world.  You can also 
create and animate your sprite! 

 

You type in SCRATCH 3.  If you create an account then you may create a game. And publish it.  
Then people can play  your game. 

 

So for an example, Brendon made a game and you had to use the arrow keys to catch the 
doughnut! 

 

TRY IT NOW! 

 

By William  Y5 

Cross country 2019 
Can you remember an event that Juniors do in February/March each year?  Well, we can tell 
you! 

 

The course starts at St. John’s Chapel and follows the river.  Y3 and Y4 run one lap.  Poor Y5 
and Y6 have to run two laps!  I am glad I am in Y3!!  We think the course is 1.5 miles long.  It 
may sound short but it is long. 

 

We’ve been running at Wearhead Recreation field to help us with our stamina.  When it’s been 
snowing, we’ve trained inside even though it’s hard because we haven’t got much room.  I have 
noticed an improvement in my stamina! 

 

Sadly, because of lots of snow melting on the tack, the event was cancelled as the course was 
soaking.  I am disappointed that it was cancelled because I was looking forward to it!  Even 
though it was cancelled, we are trying to get it back. 

 

By Kyle Y3 and Sra J 

WEARNEWS 
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Do you know what SUMDOG is?  Well, you are about to find out! 

 

What you do: You log into SUMDOG, once you’ve done that, 
click on any game you desire and you’re away! 

 

Games: 

Loads of games are available!  No two games are the same. 

Most of them last 2 minutes, plus you can quit or exit any time.  But another bonus is when you 
play games you get coins from playing Sumdog.  Glider is the best coins game to get coins. 

 

Pets: 

You need to play many games to get skills.  You can choose your pet animals.  When you 
complete all your skills for your animal— you get a new one.  Bascially the pets are endless. 

 

The store and house: 

The house is a reward at the end of the session that the teacher turns on.  In the house there is 
a store that you can buy things with sumdog coins to go into your house. 

 

Competition time: 

Right now, we are in a competition and if you win  - your school gets a six month subscription to 
premium games that are NOT free.  So that’s why we want to play sumdog so much. 

 

GET HOOKED UP!  IT’S FREE! 

 

By Holly Y4 

 

SUMDOG 

SCRATCH 
You can make animations and games however long or short, 
scary, easy or hard you want. 

How to log in: When you log in just go on scratch.com.net.com 
and click on my game.  You find a diamond that is a lollypop.  
Press log in: it will ask for password, user name and email ad-
dress. 

How to play: so, you are now on the game.  Press X on the 
start to go to the bottom left corner.  You will see lots of things.  
Pick one—it’s the same with the rest of it.  (Press the flag when 
you’re done.) 

 

By Callum Y4 
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Weardale Tub 
Do you know what a tub is?  No, it’s NOT an ice cream tub!  A tub is a truck—like a cart with 
wheels on it and it used to transport lead. 

 

We have taken part in a project where we have found out about heritage and also made a glass 
tile with landscape pictures on them.  The tiles will get taken to a kiln and heated up.  Then 
they’ll be put onto a tub and put in place at Killhope. 

 

Safety:  When we made the glass pictures we wore thick plastic safety goggles and thick 
material gloves.  We had to make sure we wore these or we would have suffered from serious 
injuries from the pieces of glass.  Just don’t get hurt. 

 

How it is made:  Tiny grains of smashed glass called FRIT are used, so are glass paints and a 
type of special paper.  These make a lovely scene of colour and shimmer. 

 

Where they will go: All of the glass pictures will go to be placed in the gaps of the metal tub.  A 
light will be shone from the inside to bring light to the tiles and even more colour. 

 

By Phoebe Y5 

 

 

   

The Houghton Tub, commissioned by 
Sunderland City Council, is part of the 
inspiration behind the project  

Farm Boy is the sequel to 
Warhorse and it is based on a 
boy and his Grandad.  Grandad 
turns out to be Albert’s son  - 
yes, the same Albert who 
owned Joey in the First World 
War.  The old Fordson tractor 
at the start of the story appears 
later on in the book as a prize! 

This is our new 
class reader for 
KS2.  It is a re-
flection of Allan 
Ahlberg’s child-
hood in the 
1950s.  It is quite 
a difficult read, 
but Mrs J stops 
to explain things 
to us! 
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Do you know everything about your favourite vegetables? Ask Holly Y4 and Phoebe Y5…Here 
at Wearhead Primary School, we are always trying new things at lunch time...or trying old things 
in a new way. 

 

Facts about vegetables: 

  

 Butternut squash is a source of vitamin A and keeps our eyes healthy. 

 

 Cucumbers grow on vines above the ground and contain lots of water which keeps us hy-
 drated. 

 

 Sweetcorn is packed with vitamin B1 to give your body an energy boost. 

 

 Peas are high in protein which helps your bones grow normally.  They also contain vita
 min C and fibre. 

 

 Peppers come in green, red and yellow.  They are a good 
 source of vitamin C which  helps our body absorb iron which we 
 need for healthy blood. 

 

           Eat 5 of one of these every day and stay healthy! 

 

National VEGETABLES week 

SCRATCH 3 
In scratch you can make animations and games.  It is so fun 
because our game designs are amazing.  Depending on the 
game you make—it can be quite easy. 

 

You can use characters on scratch and make them better.  
In my game you move into a house and things move around 
by themselves. 

 

In my game I am programing the key board to do actions. 

 

The best bit about scratch is editing the characters and making maps. 

 

By Matthew Y3 and Mrs J 
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Friday 15th March was RED NOSE DAY.  For a £1 donation we could come to school in home 
clothes—some of them red! 

 

At 2pm we went to the hall for an open mic comedy session.  Using two benches for a stage; Mrs 
T had a microphone and sound system all set up for us to use. 

 

Mr Hiley was the compère.  It was such a fun time and a lot of us had been practising jokes and 
poems to share with the audience.  There was a LOT of laughter and good humour...and a LOT 
of good natured groaning as some of the jokes really were TERRIBLE! 

         

£37.50 was raised for Comic Relief. 

 

By Brendon, Callum, Matthew and Sami  

  

The infants have been finding out about a famous Spanish painter called Pablo Picasso!  Guess 
what? Mr Picasso was born in Spain...in a town called Málaga.  Picasso painted portraits of peo-
ple but he made them look funny.  One day Mr Picasso went sad because his friend died.  He 
was so sad that he painted portraits in blues and greens and had a sad time in his life...Mr Picas-
so was sad from 1901-1904!  That’s very long. It’s a long number. 

 

We have been looking at Mr Picasso’s portraits.  A portrait is a person’s face.  If it is blue or 
green then Mr Picasso was sad when he made it.  Mrs J showed us how to make a face like Mr 
Picasso.  We like arty-clarty-party with Mrs J.  She lets us do painting and talks to us about Mr 
Picasso. We are making a Mr Picasso 
wall.  It will be sad, so we have to cheer 
him up. 

 

Told to Mrs J by the infants at the end of 
an arty-clarty-party! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red nose day 2019 

Sr Picasso 
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Emerging artists programme 
Wearhead Primary have been working in partnership with THE FORGE at Stanley and hosting 
workshop space for four emerging artists!  KS2 have been lucky enough to experience a series of 
workshops which examined a sense of place—linking  to our work with Northern Heartlands. 

Workshop 1 
Elaine was our first artist.  She asked us to 
order cameras from oldest to most recent—
this was great fun. 

 

Later, we made sun pictures and they were 
stunning.  Cyanotype is the name of the pro-
cess.  You had to pace your objects on the 
special paper and leave them in the sun. 

 

Whilst this happened, we disappeared into 
the CAMERA OBSCURA.  The word obscura 
means darkened chamber. 

 

It was amazing to see the outside come into 
the inside because of the camera.  Holly 
loved it and said it was a bird’s eye view be-
ing shone into the tent.  Phoebe said she 
had enjoyed running around outside the ob-
scura tent—hiding from those inside who 
were trying to find her. 

 

The sun prints were ready—and looked stun-
ning! 

 

Thank you Elaine.  By Lexie Y6 

 

 

Workshop 2 
Introduction 

Katharine is one of the four artisits who come 
to our school.  We did lots of fun things with 
her! 

 

The maps 

We drew maps that are special to us.  Then 
we wrote our poems on them. 

 

Outside 

We went outside to do another activity.  This 
might sound a bit weird but we went to smell 
the playground!  I could smell perfume on the 
kicking wall.  We even sniffed the sandpit! 

 

Back inside, we saw how things can change 
when Katharine added water to some peb-
bles she had got from the seaside.  They be-
came completely different when she added 
water to them. 

 

By Emily Y4 
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Workshop 3 
 

Julia is an artist who came into our school.  
We looked at the features of our hands.  It 
was exciting to see what she did with us! 

 

It was fun to create what was on our hands 
to the picture.   It was fun to draw what we 
had touched in the hand we had drawn. 

 

We drew drawings of things that are im-
portant to us like hidden things and things 
that might be there in the future. 

 

We looked at our hand and saw the features 
of the landscape on our palms.  We loved 
looking at the hills on our hands, and the riv-
ers.  Some of us had a lot of tributaries and 
some had some very straight rivers. 

 

By Poppy Y3 and Emily Y4 

Workshop 4 
 

Erin is one of four artists that have come and 
shown us different ways of art. 

 

We made collages about earth, wind and 
fire.  We also did group collages and we 
drew pictures and then passed them on to 
the next person...then drew a character… all 
the time passing the sheet onto the next per-
son. 

 

Lexie said that it was an incrediable experi-
ence.  William enjoyed the creativity and Mrs 
J said that it was incredible to be able to ex-
press yourself through layering paper. 

 

By Jack Y5   

Many thanks to Bev and Tony from THE FORGE at 
Stanley who have helped us with a wonderful arts 
project—A SENSE OF PLACE—which has enabled 
four emerging artists to further their amazing work in 
schools.  The project has been extremely well 
thought out and each session has linked to the next! 

 

The sessions will help us on our arts mark journey as we 
work towards applying for a platinum award.  One of the 
important things we have to do for platinum is show how 
forward facing we are as a school in our arts work. 
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Comic Relief 
Comic relief is an opportunity to give money 
to charities.  It is a fun day for everyone! 

 

We were able to wear dressing up clothes, 
home clothes and school uniform.  We paid a 
pound to wear any type of clothes. 

 

With the open mic comedy show we had the 
thinnest stage EVER! I nearly fell off!  Any-
way, back to comic relief.  We either read a 
poem, joke or a riddle.  Mr Hiley prepared a 
funny song for red nose day. 

 

Mr Hiley showed us where our money goes 
to.  All donations count.  We saw a heart-
breaking video that made us want to give 
more money.  Any amount helps. 

 

Ava and Emily Y4 

SUMDOG 
 

Sumdog is a maths game.  At the start of the 
game you have to do a warmup.  Sumdog 
will come and try to beat you! 

 

If you beat him, if you do, you get a few 
coins.  Then you will go to the city.  First 
there is cannonball, Street dash,  go cart, 
junk pile and many more awesome games. 

 

After school if you play at your school after 
1515 and before 0830 you will get double 
coins and your ‘sumdog house’ will be open 
all  the time. 

 

When you are at your house if you go into 
your house you can buy things like a turkey 
and things for your ‘animal’.  If you want you 
can BUY IT FOR FREE!!!! 

 

By William Y5 

SUMDOG 
 

Sumdog is an advanced maths game.  Have you ever played this game?  If not, play it NOW. 

 

Compliments:  Holly says that it is great fun and not repetitive.  William described it as mathemat-
ical fun-ness.  Kyle stated that it is exciting, fun and cool. 

 

On sumdog there are different games like match tower, goals2, chef 3D and many more amazing 
games.  You can collect coins and visit your house in the game.  In your house you can buy lots 
of implements to decorate it.  Some things are expensive, some are cheap. 

 

Wearhead are in a competition with lots of other schools across the county.  If you complete 
1,000 questions you get a house implement.  If the school wins then you get a monthly subscrip-
tion for special games. 

 

Type in sumdog but you will need a school log in from your teacher or it won’t work.  TRY IT 
OUT!!! 

 

By Phoebe Y5 



SAFER INTERNET DAY 

Safer internet day was all about being nice to 
people on-line and asking for consent to do 
things...post things on-line; have permission to 
download things; and leave comments that 
wouldn’t hurt anyone’s feelings. 

 

The children presented a very important and well 
organised assembly to members of the school 
community who were quite shocked when they 
realised that what you say on-line is actually like 
saying it to someone’s face. 

 

Thank you to Mr Hiley, Mrs Turnbull and Chef 
Derrick for organising such a lovely morning. 

Non-contact BOXING 

with governor Zelda! 
 

Zelda our fitness teacher now does a 
club called non-contact boxing.  We play 
lots of fitness games and find out about 
the types and locations of our muscles. 

 

It is non stop movement and non stop 
fun playing games such as: Mother Hen; 
Vikings and Saxons; plus the submarine 
game. 

 

It is a great way to start the weekend. 

 

By members of the Boxing club 

 Sra Judges has been building on Mrs E’s 
fantastic Spanish work at Wearhead Primary.  As 
she, Sra T and Sr H continue to develop 
language capacity in school—including their own, 
Nathalie Paris from NATTA-LINGO has been in 
school to teach all of the juniors SPANISH 
FÚTBOL!   

 Nathalie is a good friend of WPS, and as 
well as running an afternoon session with Sr H 
she also stays for an after school Spanish fútbol 
club which is very popular with those children who 
are able to stay for it. 

 Nathalie is a qualified F.A. Coach and a 
whiz at Spanish, French (her native language), 
English and German.  She loves coming up to 
WPS and says: 

 

‘” have never been in a school as lovely as this 
one.  All the children, even the little ones, are 
really keen to learn a new language.  I love 

coming to see you.” 

Salamanca en España 
Over  February half term, Mrs Turnbull 
spent the week in SALAMANCA—taking 
part on an Erasmus+ intensive language 
course! 

 

She took our etwinning bear PACO OSO 
and had a fantastic, but exhausting time, 
learning to speak Spanish and finding 
out more about the culture of the nation. 

 

Mrs T was joined on the visit by Nathalie 
from NATTA-LINGO as well as 4 other 
teachers from across Co. Durham. 

Thank you to Brian Stobie from DCC In-
ternational Office for applying for the 
funding for this visit.  Mrs T is very very 
grateful that she has been able to have 
the experience! 

Mr Hiley’s turn is next...he can’t wait! 
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wearhead@durhamlearning.net 

01388 537265 

The small school with the big heart. 

www.wearhead.durham.sch.uk 

Wearhead Primary School re-opens for the 

SUMMER term on:  

Tuesday 23rd April 2019 at 0855.   

 

Tim Hiley and staff wish 

all members of the 

school community and 

readers of WEARNEWS 

a safe and happy Easter 

holiday. 
 

Thank you! 

 

As I come to the end of my first term at 
Wearhead I have seen first hand just 
how many people help our school be 
the special place that it is. Whether it is 
hearing readers, volunteering to 
support visits or a myriad of other 
things I would like to say a huge thank 
you. Your help makes a real difference. 

 

Mr Hiley 

 

 

 

Wearhead Primary School 

Bents Lane 

Wearhead 

Co. Durham 

DL13 1BN 

The juniors started a maths game in 
school called sumdog in January and we 
love it. 

 We have just finished a competi-
tion and we as a school WON!  We had 
a lot of fun trying to win and it paid off.  
By Jack Y5 

 

Mr Hiley adds: it was great seeing the 
way everyone used and enjoyed using 
their maths skills in such a fun way.  I 
am delighted that their enthusiasm and 
perseverance paid off. 
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