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Issue 3 – Friday 9th April 
 

Welcome to the third issue of Wearhead Warrior, where everyone at 

Wearhead Primary School wishes you a happy Easter. I hope you are 

all keeping well and are staying healthy and safe. Always remember, 

we are in this together and learning as we go, so making sure we 

continue to talk and share our ideas is really important. This is a shorter 

edition than last week but there are still some really important 

messages and advice so please read through to the end. 

 

Messages from the team. 

 

“I hope everyone is safe and I send lots of love.” – Alexander S. 

 

“Hello everyone” – Phoebe H. 

 

“I hope you are all having a chance to have some fun this holiday, remember to make the most of what 

you have BUT don’t eat too much chocolate!! Happy Easter.” – Mr Hiley 

 

“Hi gang, I have been busy baking a simnel cake this week ready for Easter with lots of marzipan. I hope 

you all have a lovely relaxing and chocolate filled weekend - don’t eat all the eggs at once!” – Mrs 

Stembridge 

 

‘Hello again! So it's the end of Week Three out of school but Week One of the Easter holiday.  I do hope 

that there's fun in each of your days.  It's a rather odd start for me at a new school but it has been great to 

be able to 'meet and chat' virtually with the rest of the school team.  So that you know a few things before 

we meet in person: I have two dogs - Beryl & Lola, my favourite seasons are Spring and Autumn and my 

favourite food to eat is ... potato in all forms (except raw). Wishing you all a very Happy Easter.’ - Mrs 
Corbett 
 

“Happy Easter! I hope you're surrounded by sunshine, flowers, chocolate, and family on this happy day.” – 

Mrs Halliley 

 

mailto:wearhead@durhamlearning.net
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOaz1eHZssgCFQQwGgodn8wNDA&url=http://www.hempshillhallprimary.com/about-the-school/awards&psig=AFQjCNGUTyEE8iNBHGaTOIgdsb5tCo-WJw&ust=1444387494118762
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiPlcLWn-LbAhVBbxQKHX0ZDTkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://blog.greave.stockport.sch.uk/bronze-award-from-the-woodland-trust/&psig=AOvVaw1HhwkNujx82Xa5GX6Gi9Vf&ust=1529584292204067
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBkfLf5ILSAhXCfhoKHamFAZAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wenlockjunior.co.uk/curriculum/accelerated-reader&psig=AFQjCNFzxzNpHrL7BTUkKtiH6cS6b1Yf2g&ust=1486721857992860


 

 

“As we have now had the first week of the Easter Holidays, the Hayes family have enjoyed the warm and 

sunny weather in Weardale. I recall that this time last year we had snow! We have done more walking and 

relaxed on the school work. Happy Easter to everyone.”  - Mrs Hayes  

 

“Enjoy your Easter weekend, hopefully there will be some eggs to find and some outdoor 

fun. Hobbycraft.co.uk and Pinterest have lots of fun ideas for happy egg hunting. Don't forget you can 

always hard boil and decorate some eggs and have an 'egg-jarping' competition with your family.”    - Mrs 

Turnbull 

 

Class Dojo 

We are hoping to make more use of Class Dojo over the coming weeks as a way of setting and 

collecting work and also as a possible communication tool between parents and class teachers. Most 

parents are already set up with their Class Dojo accounts but if you have not done this we would be 

very grateful if you could register. Your original emails with registration instructions and passwords 

were sent home a while ago but if you no longer have access to this please let me know and I will 

resend a copy. 

 

Lexia 

The children regularly access Lexia on the computers at school as part of their phonics, vocabulary 

and reading comprehension work. It is really important, if at all possible, that they keep on having 

regular access. To help them with this we are sending home instruction as to how they can continue 

to access Lexia at home. You will find a page towards the end of the newsletter explaining how you 

can do this. You can access Lexia either through a computer or by downloading the app for IPad or 

Chromebook. If you have any questions regarding user names or passwords or any other aspects of 

Lexia please get in touch. 

 

Supporting Learning Questionnaire 

You should have recently received an email from us asking about your preferences for supporting 

learning at home. We are doing this as we realise each family has slightly different requirements and 

access to different technologies to support them. To ensure all children can access learning support 

we would be very grateful if you could return your answers before next Tuesday as we are having a 

‘Virtual Staff Meeting’ to discuss our next round of learning support. If for any reason you did not 

get this email please let me know and I will resend a copy. 

 

Support with Online Learning Resources 

I have added a few more online resources at the end of the newsletter. (Please pick and choose what 

works for you and your family, you don’t have to use all of it!) 

 

Keeping Children Safe Online 

We are all using the internet to support us through this time more and more. 

This means children are accessing more sites and potentially interacting online 

with more people than ever before. Keeping children safe online has never been more important 

and the parentinfo website has excellent advice for parents on online safety over a range of areas 

including gaming, apps and social media. Access it by clicking here or on the picture. 

 

Free School Meals – Extension of scheme 

I am pleased to confirm that for those parents in receipt of free school meal eVouchers, the program 

has been extended to cover the Easter holiday period. You should therefore continue to receive 
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these vouchers this week and next. If you have any problems with vouchers don’t hesitate to contact 

me. 

 

Wearhead Warrior – Design a Mascot Competition 

Just a quick reminder about our Easter Holiday mascot competition. I would like 

the children to design a new mascot for our ‘Wearhead Warrior,’ newsletter. It can 

be drawn, painted, collaged or whatever style they like but it must represent our 

true Wearhead spirit! Once complete, send a photo of the mascot to my email 

along with your child’s name by Wednesday 15th April and we will choose 

one for our new newsletter mascot.  Parents and adults, if you want to 

have a go too, feel free! I will add all the entries to our Wearhead Wall. 

t.hiley300@durhamlearning.net  

 

 

Key Worker Support 

We are continuing to work with Stanhope Barrington School to provide childcare. If you fall into one 

the Key Worker categories, this provision runs from 8.00am to 4.30pm daily and will operate through 

the Easter holiday period including Bank Holidays. Please contact me if you have any questions or 

wish to make use of this provision. It would also be very useful if you could let me know of needs 

beyond the Easter holiday period as this will allow us to plan for this provision. 

 

Department for Education Updates 

You can find the latest updates for parents and carers from the DFE by clicking HERE. 

 

Quote for the week 

 

“Spring will come and so will happiness. Hold on. Life will get 

warmer.” 
Anita Krizzan, - Slovenian Poet 

 

Have as good an Easter as possible and if you need any additional support don’t be worried about 

contacting us at any time during the Easter holiday. 

 

 

Keep healthy, happy and socially distant, 

 

  
 

Tim Hiley 

Headteacher  
Stay Home 

Support our NHS 

Save Lives 

“Is this the Wearhead Warrior?” 
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Wearhead at work… (Indoors!) 

 
 

Wearhead at work… (Outdoors!) 

 
 

   

 



 

 

                                      

 

Wearhead at play… 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Wearhead wall is just for fun and an opportunity to share what we are all doing. Please do not 

feel any pressure to send in photos or that you should all be doing these same things but if you 

would like to send something to help the children keep in touch, please keep them coming. You 

can either send them to the school email address or my own. 

 

P2324.admin@durhamlearning.net                  t.hiley300@durhamlearning.net  

mailto:P2324.admin@durhamlearning.net
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Dear Parent/Guardian,  

 

Every year at Wearhead your child uses Lexia® Core5® Reading, a fun computer-based program 

that has helped millions of students. The activities in Core5 support and build on our classroom 

curriculum and focus on developing reading skills in six areas: phonological awareness, phonics, 

structural analysis, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.  

 

Here’s how Lexia Core5 Reading works:  

 

 Your child begins Core5 at a starting point that fits his or her needs and works in online activities 

throughout the week.  

 Online activities include direct instruction and feedback as your child learns new skills.  

 Progress and performance in the program is reported so teachers can provide help when needed.  

 Paper-and-pencil activities are also used for practice and may be done in school or brought home.  

 Achievement certificates may be sent home to celebrate success and to show progress in the program.  

 

We hope you share in our excitement about this program! 

 

Sincerely, The Wearhead Team 

 

Lexia Core5 Reading can be used at home for extra practice. Getting started is easy! 

 

1. To use on a computer, go to www.lexiacore5.com. 

2. To use on an iPad, download the free Lexia Core5 Reading app from the App Store. (iPad support is 

limited to these devices: iPad 4+, iPad Mini 3+, iPad Air+, and iPad Pro.) 

3. The first time your child uses Core5, you may need to enter the teacher email shown below. Your child 

can then log in with the username and password used at school and listed below. 

 

a. Teacher Email (for setup): p2324.admin@durhamlearning.net 

b. Username:     Your Child already knows their own user name and password 

 

4. It is important that your child works without any help while using Core5. All of the work your 

child does at home is recorded and reported to school. This way, teachers can see when help is needed 

and provide additional instruction at school.  

5. If you have a question about your child’s username or password, please contact your child’s teacher. 

 

  

http://www.lexiacore5.com/


 

 

                                      

 

Learning Resources, Special Offers and Support  
 

New Resources for this week 
 

Jump Start Jonny 

Get your week off to a great start with these free workouts and mindfulness activities every Monday from 

Jump Start Jonny.  

‘Keep fit, healthy and happy at home with my fun Workouts! There are also Mindfulness Activities to keep your 

Jumpsters calm and Downloads to keep them busy! WHOOOPA!’ Click Here 

 

Money Saving Expert 

A familiar site to many of us which has some useful tips and tricks for the Easter holiday. Two particularly useful ones 

are  

‘Free or cheap Easter kids' activities at home.’ Click Here 

   and 

‘Paid-for things they've made FREE.’ Click Here 

 

Audible.com  

This Amazon owned company is currently offering a range of free audio-books for children of all ages 

and to cover all tastes, (and to be honest, some really good listens for adults too!) You do not need to 

have an account or sign up to start listening.  

 

‘For as long as schools are closed, we're open. Right now, kids everywhere can instantly stream an incredible collection of 

stories, including titles across six different languages, that will help them continue dreaming, learning, and just being kids. 

All stories are free to stream on your desktop, laptop, phone or tablet. 

Explore the collection, select a title and start listening. 

It's that easy.’ Click Here 

 

A reminder of previously mentioned resources. 
 

Harry Potter at Home 

The Harry Potter At Home Hub is a place where you’ll find all the latest magical treats to keep you 

occupied - including special contributions from Bloomsbury and Scholastic, nifty magical craft videos 

(teach your friends how to draw a Niffler!), fun articles, quizzes, puzzles and plenty more for first-time 

readers, as well as those already familiar with the wizarding world. We’re casting a Banishing Charm on 

boredom! Click Here 

 

Carol Vorderman – Maths lessons for kids  

Numbers whizz Carol Vorderman has offered free maths help to children who are off school due 

to the coronavirus outbreak. It comes as schools across the country close for the majority of 

students, except for those of key workers, such as NHS staff. CLICK HERE 

 

The Countdown star has told parents that when it comes to maths she doesn't want any child to 

fall behind. To help, the 59-year-old has made her maths school, which is usually £2 per week, free to children and 

parents who want to use it. 

 

Steve Backshall - Science 

Nature presenter Steve has been giving virtual talks about wildlife, biology, 

conservation, geography and exploration. He said: "I’ll be live on my Facebook page 

Steve Backshall and will do my best with your youngster’s wildlife, biology, 

conservation, geography and exploration questions. 

 

"From habitats to holotypes, parasites to pademelons, I’ll do my best to bring the wild 

world into your living room, from... my living room! Just don’t ask me any maths. Or physics. Or chemistry. Or... well 

anything else. Just the animal stuff really!!!"  CLICK HERE 

https://www.jumpstartjonny.co.uk/free-stuff
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https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/team-blog/2020/03/paid-for-things-they-ve-made-free-boxsets--audiobooks--fitness-c/
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
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Hamilton Trust – Home learning resources 

Free English and maths materials in their ‘Learning at Home packs’  

Hamilton are providing free packs for English and maths for each year group. These packs give 

you a full week’s worth of work in English and maths and the ‘Week 2’ packs have just been 

added. Don’t worry if you don’t have a printer at home, you can always look at the worksheets 

on the screen and write the answers in the exercise books that were sent home before school 

closed. Also, it is important to be aware of your child’s need. If they are finding the work too difficult try the pack for the 

year below. If they are finding it too easy try the pack from the year above. All the children are working at slightly 

different levels dependent on their needs and making sure they are not frustrated by the work is really important. CLICK 

HERE 

 

David Walliams – Elevenses 

David Walliams has announced that he will be releasing a free audio story every day for 

the next 30 days in a bid to provide entertainment for children currently unable to go to 

school.  

The Britain’s Got Talent Judge and hugely successful children’s author will release 

recordings of extracts from his books including “The World’s Worst Children” at 11am 

every day. 

The project, titled Elevenses with The World of David Walliams, began last Monday with The Terrible Triplets and 

continued with Spoiled Brad keep an eye out for what comes next. CLICK HERE 

 

The School Run 

A site with a good range of activities and work for children. The site has a free trial period of 

14 days. TheSchoolRun gives you all the tools you need to understand what and how your 

child is learning at primary school.  

 

Download English worksheets, maths worksheets and science worksheets to support your child's schoolwork at home, 

get to grips with new educational techniques and get free homework help and information. CLICK HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Killhope Burn just above school 
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