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Issue 2 – Friday 3rd April 
 
Welcome to the second issue of Wearhead Warrior. I hope everyone is keeping well and managing to 
establish some kind of routine at home. Always remember, we are all in this together and learning as we go, 
so making sure we talk and share our ideas is really important. This is a very long second edition as there is a 
lot of news to share but hopefully this will give you lots of ideas and inspiration as we go into Easter. 
 
Arts Mark Gold! 

I am delighted to share some really positive news with everyone. We were 
informed on Monday that we have successfully revalidated our Gold Artsmark 
award. This award recognises the exceptional arts curriculum that we offer at 
Wearhead and commends the fantastic range of opportunities the children 

experience. Re-applying for this award is not just a formality and a great deal of work goes into the award 
submission so I would like to offer a huge thank you to Mrs Judges for all her hard work doing this. You can 
be sure that when we return we will be make sure this fantastic, rich curriculum is once again offering our 
children the very best.  
 
Artsmark England made the following comment about our school. 
 

Wearhead Primary is indeed a fine example of “You don’t have to be a big school to achieve great 
things.” You have not allowed your rural location or the size of your school to become barriers 
to achieving your goals when it comes to arts and culture. Your proactive approach is clearly 
paying dividends. Through your projects and partnerships such as with The Forge at Stanley 
you are providing new and exciting opportunities for your pupils; a good example of this is your 
animation project. It was delightful to read how the children are beginning to transfer skills 
developed through the animation project into other areas of learning such as patience and 
resilience.  

 
Messages from the team. 
“Many thanks indeed for all of your kind words, messages and gifts that I received on my earlier than expected 
last day.  I was humbled with my presents and by such a lovely leaver's assembly presented by the children who 
were able to be in school.  It was tip top tickety boo! 
 
I send everyone at the small school with the big heart all good wishes as you continue to adapt to the 'new 
normal' of dealing with COVID-19. I know that the Wearhead spirit of true resilience will continue to blossom 
and flourish during this strange time.” – Mrs Judges 
 



 
 
“What wonderful photos you have all been sending in. I’ve 
been busy this week stitching all your lovely designs on to 
Mrs Judges’ scarf, it looks fabulous and I think that she will 
be very excited to get it. I posted it on Thursday so 
hopefully she will receive it soon. Enjoy Easter with your 
family. 🐣” – Mrs Turnbull 
 
 
 

“I have really enjoyed finding out about all the things you are doing, I have heard about a lot of projects and it 
seems like we are going to have some excellent, gardeners, bakers and artists when we all come back together 
at school. I hope you all enjoy the Easter holiday as much as you can.” – Mr Hiley 
 
“I know you will all have been working hard on school tasks, helping around the house and with 'outside jobs' 
over the past two weeks.  I hope you will take some time to relax, put your feet up and enjoy your chocolate 
eggs over the Easter break.” – Mrs Halliley 
 
“Even though this week has been colder we have still managed to go for the daily walk around the village or up 
into the woods above where we live. It is lovely to see that Spring is here what with all the lambs and other 
wildlife busy too. We are doing what we can with respect to home schooling with the emphasis on trying to 
make it a fun experience.” – Mrs Hayes 
 
“I have been keeping busy this week by making a puppet theatre with my daughter. All you need is a cardboard 
box, fabric scraps, some odds and ends and plenty of time! Then we made up a play and performed it via 
FaceTime to our family. Lots of fun, creativity and some purposeful writing too!” – Mrs Stembridge 
 
“Hello everyone!  I hope you are all keeping busy and staying safe at home.  Even though I couldn't spend time 
with you before school closed, I have been able to have some lovely face time chats with Mrs J and she has told 
me so many super things.  I'm working on creative and interesting activities to share with Class 2.  Looking 
forward to meeting you all as soon as it's possible.” - Mrs Corbett 
 
Share the Rainbow 

Thanks you for the rainbows photos, please keep them coming. 
 
 



Important Federation Update from Mrs Heney, Chair of Governors 
Following the end of the consultation period (20/03/2020) the Governing Bodies of Wearhead, St 
Johns Chapel, Rookhope and Forest in Teesdale have jointly agreed to form into a Federation in 
order to secure the future of education within the Dale and to further enhance opportunities and 
outcomes for learners. 
 
The term “Federation” describes a formal and legal agreement by which a number of schools share 
governance arrangements. The key elements are: 
 

 There will be a single governing body with strategic oversight of schools within the 
Federation, which would replace the current individual governing bodies. 

 The membership of the governing body of a federation must contain as a minimum at least 
one parent governor from each school; the headteacher of the Federation; one staff governor; 
one LA governor. 

 If the establishment of a School Federation is agreed following the consultation, the individual 
governing bodies of each school will be dissolved and replaced by a single governing body 
(the “Federation Governing Body”) which must be given a name. 

 Each school retains its own name, budget, staff and remains in its own community. 
 The Federation Governing Body can use budget and resources across the Federation to 

improve the educational outcomes for all pupils. An audit trail must be kept. 
 The Federation Governing Body cannot require existing staff to work across all schools within 

the Federation. New staff can be appointed to work across schools in the Federation. 
 It is proposed that a single Executive Headteacher will lead the Federation. This position will 

be advertised, and interviews held with shortlisted candidates in accordance with current LA 
guidelines and legislation. 

  
Further information will be sent out to parents with regard to the timing of the above due to the 
unforeseen circumstances in which we currently find ourselves. Please contact me through the school 
if you have any queries as I realise that this is a very unsettling time for everyone and I will do my 
upmost to provide you with some answers. A working group comprising of the Chairs and Vice 
Chairs of the 4 governing bodies will be working alongside the local authority to ensure that we can 
plan and prepare to move forward when able to do so. 
  
Very best wishes, stay safe and well 
  
Zelda Heney 
Chair of Governors 
Wearhead School       
 
Support with Learning Resources 
I have added a collection of online resources at the end of the newsletter. As you can imagine a lot 
of companies are offering free subscriptions and resources during this period, the vast majority of 
which will be really high quality and very useful. It can be somewhat overwhelming to sift through 
the sheer number of offers so we have focused on the ones that we think are particularly useful to 
help you at home. I will try to add new links each week. (Please pick and choose what works for you 
and your family, you don’t have to use all of it!) 
 
 



Wearhead Warrior – Design a Mascot Competition 
I would like a mascot to be the new logo for the Wearhead Warrior. So I am 
launching a competition to run over the Easter holiday. I would like the children 

to design a new mascot for our ‘Wearhead Warrior,’ newsletter. It can be drawn, 
painted, collaged or whatever style they like but it must represent our true 

Wearhead spirit! Once complete, send a photo of the mascot to my email 
along with your child’s name by Wednesday 15th April and we will choose 
one for our new newsletter mascot.  Parents and adults, if you want to 
have a go too, feel free! I will add all the entries to our Wearhead Wall. 
t.hiley300@durhamlearning.net  

 
Zoom Meetings and other support 
I have now had a good chance to explore Zoom Online Meetings and had a great virtual staff 
meeting with all of our school staff earlier this week. We are working together to make sure we can 
continue to offer as much useful support and help as possible over this challenging time.  
 
I would like to start offering regular virtual drop in sessions for the children (or parents) to ask any 
questions they have about their work and as a chance to catch up with each other. I will also try to 
organise some online lessons to launch the next section of maths in the first week of the summer 
term. It would be really useful to know if you would value this.  
 
We understand that each of our families have slightly different needs so there may be other ways 
we can support you at home either with advice or information for example. Could you please send 
me an email at t.hiley300@durhamlearning.net to let me know if this would be something you would 
access and what other kinds of online support you would like to see if possible? 
 
School Website 

Mrs Hayes has very kindly put up a lovely selection of photos from Mrs J’s leaving 
Assembly on the school website along with other pictures of our last days in school 
this term. If you get chance please have a look. 
 

 
Keeping Children Safe Online 

We are all using the internet to support us through this time more and more. 
This means children are accessing more sites and potentially interacting online 

with more people than ever before. Keeping children safe online has never been more important 
and the parentinfo website has excellent advice for parents on online safety over a range of areas 
including gaming, apps and social media. Access it by clicking here or on the picture. 
 
Free School Meals 
The National Free School Meal voucher scheme has now been announced. We have registered all 
eligible parents and vouchers will be emailed imminently, direct from the supplier. If you do not 
receive your vouchers or have any problems with them could you please let me know?  
 
Unfortunately, the vouchers do not cover the universal free school meals for Key Stage One children.   
 
 
 

“Is this the Wearhead Warrior?” 



Key Worker Support 
We are continuing to work with Stanhope Barrington School to provide childcare. If you fall into one 
the Key Worker categories, this provision runs from 8.00am to 4.30pm daily and will operate through 
the Easter holiday period including Bank Holidays. Please contact me if you have any questions or 
wish to make use of this provision. It would also be very useful if you could let me know of needs 
beyond the Easter holiday period as this will allow us to plan for this provision. 
 
Department for Education Updates 
You can find the latest updates for parents and carers from the DFE by clicking HERE. 
 
Quote for the week 
 

 “Every adversity brings new experiences and new lessons.” 
 Lailah Gifty Akita 

Author and founder of Smart Youth Volunteers Foundation in Ghana, Africa 
 

I am very aware that there is a lot of information on the newsletter along with lists of websites etc. 
and it is really easy to get quite swamped with all the guidance of what you should and shouldn’t 
be doing with the children. Constant updates about different website, YouTube channels, activities 
etc. can make you anxious and make you feel like you are not doing enough or, even worse, not 
being, ‘good enough!’ 
 
Please, please, please remember that you are all doing a wonderful job, no one knows your children 
better than you do and being there for them in whatever way you can is the single most important 
thing. Home is home and should be a happy, caring and secure place for all the family, so don’t 
stress if you don’t get all the maths done, or all the grammar corrected. Make time to relax, play 
games and make the most of such an unusual time to have the opportunity to spend more quality 
time as a family. Rest assured that we will continue to support you at home as much as we possibly 
can and we will be there to welcome the children back to school as soon as we are able. 
 
Have as good an Easter as possible and if you need any additional support don’t be worried about 
contacting us at any time during the Easter holiday. 
 
 
Keep healthy, happy and socially distant, 
 

  
 
Tim Hiley 
Headteacher 
  

 
Stay Home 

Support our NHS 
Save Lives 



 

Wearhead at work… (Indoors!) 

 
 

Wearhead at work… (Outdoors!) 

  

 



Wearhead at play… 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Wearhead wall is just for fun and an opportunity to share what we are all doing. Please do not 
feel any pressure to send in photos or that you should all be doing these same things but if you 
would like to send something to help the children keep in touch, please keep them coming. You 

can either send them to the school email address or my own. 



Learning Resources, Special Offers and Support  
 

Harry Potter at Home 
The Harry Potter At Home Hub is a place where you’ll find all the latest magical treats to keep you 
occupied - including special contributions from Bloomsbury and Scholastic, nifty magical craft videos 
(teach your friends how to draw a Niffler!), fun articles, quizzes, puzzles and plenty more for first-time 
readers, as well as those already familiar with the wizarding world. We’re casting a Banishing Charm on 
boredom! Click Here 

 
Carol Vorderman – Maths lessons for kids  

Numbers whizz Carol Vorderman has offered free maths help to children who are off school due 
to the coronavirus outbreak. It comes as schools across the country close for the majority of 
students, except for those of key workers, such as NHS staff. CLICK HERE 
 
The Countdown star has told parents that when it comes to maths she doesn't want any child to 

fall behind. To help, the 59-year-old has made her maths school, which is usually £2 per week, free to children and 
parents who want to use it. 
 
Steve Backshall - Science 
Nature presenter Steve has been giving virtual talks about wildlife, biology, 
conservation, geography and exploration. He said: "I’ll be live on my Facebook page 
Steve Backshall and will do my best with your youngster’s wildlife, biology, 
conservation, geography and exploration questions. 
 
"From habitats to holotypes, parasites to pademelons, I’ll do my best to bring the wild 
world into your living room, from... my living room!” 
"Just don’t ask me any maths. Or physics. Or chemistry. Or... well anything else. Just the animal stuff really!!!"  CLICK 
HERE 
 
Hamilton Trust – Home learning resources 

Free English and maths materials in their ‘Learning at Home packs’  
Hamilton are providing free packs for English and maths for each year group. These packs give 
you a full week’s worth of work in English and maths and the ‘Week 2’ packs have just been 
added. Don’t worry if you don’t have a printer at home, you can always look at the worksheets 
on the screen and write the answers in the exercise books that were sent home before school 

closed. Also, it is important to be aware of your child’s need. If they are finding the work too difficult try the pack for the 
year below. If they are finding it too easy try the pack from the year above. All the children are working at slightly 
different levels dependent on their needs and making sure they are not frustrated by the work is really important. CLICK 
HERE 
 
David Walliams – Elevenses 
David Walliams has announced that he will be releasing a free audio story every day for 
the next 30 days in a bid to provide entertainment for children currently unable to go to 
school.  
The Britain’s Got Talent Judge and hugely successful children’s author will release 
recordings of extracts from his books including “The World’s Worst Children” at 11am 
every day. 
The project, titled Elevenses with The World of David Walliams, began last Monday with The Terrible Triplets and 
continued with Spoiled Brad keep an eye out for what comes next. CLICK HERE 
 
The School Run 

A site with a good range of activities and work for children. The site has a free trial period of 
14 days. TheSchoolRun gives you all the tools you need to understand what and how your 
child is learning at primary school.  

 
Download English worksheets, maths worksheets and science worksheets to support your child's schoolwork at home, 
get to grips with new educational techniques and get free homework help and information. CLICK HERE 


