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Issue 1 – Friday 27th March 
 
Welcome to the first issue of Wearhead Warrior, our new newsletter to keep us going over the 
coming weeks. It is an attempt to keep some type of routine going, celebrate the remarkable 
resilience of the Upper Weardale community and our fantastic children and will be an opportunity 
to share any news or advice, provide tips and support for your efforts at home and signpost any 
useful resources we have found. 
 
It will also be somewhere that we can share any positive news about the things we are doing during 
our ‘lockdown.’ If you are happy to share any positive stories, photos, examples of things the children 
have been doing at home etc email them through to me and I can add them to the newsletter as a 
gallery each week. 
 
Messages from the team. 
 
“I hope all of you keep working hard and doing your best. Whether you are learning in the house, 
garden or somewhere else safe outside remember to have fun and help all of your adults the most you 
possibly can, as they are all having to work extra hard at the moment.” – Mr Hiley 
 
“Although it’s such a difficult time for everyone, there is evidence of lots of kindness, support and a 
great upsurge in caring communities. I am thinking about you all lots and I have seen that the children 
are doing some really creative, fun activities ... don’t make it too good ... they will never want to come 
back! Take care all of you and stay safe.” – Mrs Turnbull 
 
“Hello everyone, I hope that you are all keeping well and managing to make the most of this glorious 
weather in a safe way. I have been busy at home with my children – home-schooling in the morning 
and working in the garden in the afternoons - weeding and planting new plants. I hope that you have 
plenty to do and that we'll see you all safe and sound soon.” – Mrs Halliley 
 
“I have been making the most of the lovely weather and have planted all the vegetable seeds with my 
children - this is a great project to do at home as everything you need is easily accessible online and 
inexpensive. Children get a sense of achievement watching the seeds grow and then you can harvest 
the delicious veggies!” – Mrs Stembridge 
 



“Hi Parents/carers and children. I hope that you are all ok. Home schooling in the Hayes Household 
has become a learning process for all of us. I think that the most important thing is to try and make 
the learning a fun experience. We make sure that we get some exercise and fresh air every day.” - Mrs 
Hayes 
 
Share the Rainbow 

I am sure lots of you will have seen the many rainbows that are starting to appear 
in windows across the world. This is a lovely way to cheer people up and send a 
message of hope. It is also a great activity to do at home. It would be lovely to add 
pictures of your rainbows to our ‘Wearhead Wall’ so please send in any photos you 
would like to share. (Quick 
 

Zoom Meetings 
I am currently experimenting with using Zoom, an online meeting application, to try to set up some 
learning support sessions, virtual playtimes or other activities. If you have any experience using Zoom 
and have any ideas or just want to let me know of the kind of thing you would like to see if possible, 
you can send them to my email t.hiley300@durhamlearning.net. If you want to have a look at Zoom 
and register, go to www.Zoom.us. 
 
Free School Meals 
Free school meals are currently being offered at Stanhope Primary School for those children who 
would normally receive them at Wearhead and while we realise this is not ideal it will act as a stopgap 
for the next week. The government is working on introducing national vouchers to the value of 
approximately £15 per week to support families in receipt of this benefit. These should be able to 
be spent in any supermarket or used for part payment of online deliveries. We will forward more 
details and e-vouchers to those families once we ourselves have more information. 
 
Key Worker Support 
We are constantly reviewing our individual school capability to re-open for the care of children of 
Key worker families. We know that ensuring you are able to work is a priority. However, we can only 
do this when we have enough staff to ensure the children are safe. To aid Key Worker families in 
need of childcare we have arranged for this to be available as part of the Childcare provision at 
Stanhope Barrington School for the next few weeks, including the Easter holiday. If you do need to 
access this please let us know and do not go directly to Stanhope first. You can contact school either 
at my email address above or the main school email address. Both of these will be checked very 
regularly during the day.  
 
We will constantly be reviewing our staffing situation and community need at Wearhead and will 
make a decision about after Easter as soon as possible to give families a chance to organise 
alternative arrangements if necessary. 
 
Please remember though, that the key government advice remains that children should stay 

at home wherever possible. 
 
A Message from Weardale Area Action Partnership 
It would be fair to say that the Coronavirus is presenting challenges and our local community is 
rising to meet them.  What your Weardale Area Action Partnership and Durham County Council are 



currently setting up is a process to support those who are vulnerable and need a coordinated multi-
agency response or need some practical support in these times. 
  
We are collating information and supporting newly set up groups of community volunteers who are 
offering a service to the Weardale community. 
  
How you can help:  What we need from you is local information.  If you are aware of a group of 
people who are offering some support in a particular area, could you let us know.  We would like to 
contact them, to understand what they are offering, and how we can support them in their efforts. 
  
Weardale has always been a close-knit and resilient community and will pull together.  Our aim, is 
to ensure that the relevant information and support gets to the person who needs it. 
  
Lisa Turnbull our Wellness Coordinator is currently still working, she will be contacting those 
Weardale residents known to her.  
  
The task: could you email the team at weardaleaap@durham.gov.uk with the contact details of 
anyone in your locality who is co-ordinating volunteers or offering support. 
  
This information will then advise a countywide multi-agency framework led by Durham County 
Council, which is currently being set up to support residents identified as particularly vulnerable at 
this time. 
  
Please feel free to contact any of the Weardale AAP team, as we are still working to support our 
communities. 
 
Department for Education Updates 
You can find the latest updates for parents and carers from the DFE by clicking HERE. 
 
Amazon Offer 
We have received an email from Amazon who have asked us to let you know that they are making 
as many family and kids titles as they can free for all Amazon customers. No Prime membership 
needed. Simply access the Prime Video app on your Smart TV, mobile or desktop and log in with 
your Amazon details. 
 
Quote for the week 
 

“Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.” 
Theodore Roosevelt 

                                                      26th President of the United States 
 

Keep healthy, happy and socially distant, 

  
Tim Hiley 
Headteacher 
  

 
Stay Home 

Support our NHS 
Save Lives 



 
 
 
 

Some great advice and pictures 
of home learning and activities 
from our Wearhead staff and 

families. Please send any photos, 
messages or others items to 

t.hiley300@durhamlearning.net 
so we can keep in touch and 

celebrate the positives! 
 


